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What are your expectations when you go to God in prayer? 

On Tuesday, I attended an event the diocese hosted at the Resch Center called Worship 

Jesus – Day of Encounter. It was the start of Bishop Ricken’s next phase, in his multi-year 

discipleship plan, and it coincides with the US Bishop’s multi-year Eucharistic Rival. 

On my drive up to Green Bay I thought, “It’d be nice if the day would provide some ideas 

for this weekend’s homily.” But as I drove, my expectations lowered. I thought, “How would this 

Day of Encounter provide ideas for the readings about Moses raising his arms in prayer while 

in battle, and of a widow continually pestering a judge to make a decision for her?” My 

expectations went from high to low. 

Father Dave Pivonka was the keynote speaker for the day. And minutes into Father 

Dave’s first talk, his words and the Holy Spirit got my attention. He spoke about how we too 

often pray to God with low expectations. Holy Spirit nudged me and reminded me of my low 

expectations for the day. 

Moses didn’t know how God would help him in his battle with Amalek, but he 

persevered. Moses’ expectations remained high. And the widow in the Gospel parable, she didn’t 

know when the judge would finally make a decision for her, but she persisted. She had high 

expectations. 

At times, Jesus’ disciples had low expectations. Think of the low expectations they had 

when they were faced with having to feed thousands of people with just a few loaves of bread 

and some fish. Jesus exceeded their expectations way beyond their imagination. 

Sometimes God requires us to participate in miracles. God required Moses to hold up his 

arms during battle, and Jesus required the disciples to first distribute the bread and fish and then 

collect the leftovers. 

Moses was able to persevere, because of the help he received from Aaron and Hur. 

Moses needed help in his battle, just as we need help on our pilgrim journey. 

Helping and praying for each other is a form of communal prayer. Communal prayer is 

just one of the reasons why we come to Mass. You need to pray for others, and others need to 

pray for you. … The Church prays for all the needs of her members. This is the primary 

responsibility of the Church, and the first duty of her priests. 
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Our prayer expectations should be high, but we should also follow the advice of St. 

Augustine who said, “Everything we ask for, should help to make us better. If we do not, we 

would not become more pious, but greedy and ambitious.” 

Our expectations should be high, and our prayer requests should also fulfill the Will of 

God. When we pray for things here on earth, our first desire should be for what will bring us 

closer to Christ and our salvation. 

St Alphonsus Liguori said, “the Lord wants to grant us his graces, but He also wants us 

to ask for them. Do we realize that God eagerly waits for us to simply ask him for His grace?” 

Saint Francis of Assisi said to one of his monks, “Tell me brother, which of the two do 

you think is more ready: God to grant us grace or we to ask for it?” 

And referring to a similar passage in John’s Gospel, St. Liguori said, “It was as if Jesus 

were saying: Do not complain to me if you are not filled with blessings. Complain to yourselves 

for not having sought from me what you need.” 

Matthew Kelly talks about how our prayers too often request only little things. He said 

we only ask God for little tweaks in our life. His example, “Dear Lord, please tweak this in my 

life, or please tweak that, please tweak my child, please tweak my wife, please tweak my 

husband, and tweak him again.” 

He said, but God isn’t in the business of tweaking, he is in the business of transforming. 

Matthew said that we only ask for tweaks, because we don’t want to be transformed, or that we 

are afraid to be transformed. With great passion, he encourages us to ask God to transform us. 

Be grateful and give praise to God for all his gifts, for exceeding your expectations. 

Thank him today after you receive Jesus in the Eucharist. … 

Ask God right now, to give you whatever will bring you closer to Christ. Have high 

expectations. Ask God to transform you. Persevere and persist in your prayer. Let God surprise 

you with how his answers exceed your expectations. 

 


